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OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Saturday 
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

CHURCH HOURS

Monday - Friday 
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM

Saturday - Sunday
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM

MASS TIMES

Monday 12:15 PM
Tuesday 7:00 PM
Wednesday 12:15 PM
Thursday 7:00 PM
Friday 12:15 PM & 7:00 PM*
*First Fridays of the month only
Saturday 9:00 AM
5:00 PM (Vigil Mass)
7:00 PM (Vigil Mass)
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 

12:00 PM & 7:00 PM

ADORATION CHAPEL

Monday - Saturday
10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Sunday CLOSED

FOLLOW US
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

@MercifulRedeemerParish
@RedeemerParish
@RedeemerParish

@mryouthministry
@forged.jpg
@forgedministry

   @mrcssvp

PARISH TEAM 

Fr Suresh Xavier, Administrator
associate2@mercifulredeemer.org

Fr Abraham Lukose, Associate Pastor
associate@mercifulredeemer.org

Patricia Pereira, Office Manager
office@mercifulredeemer.org

Elizabeth Nogueira, Daytime Secretary 
Flavia Fernandes, Evening Secretary
secretary@mercifulredeemer.org

Danielle Lape, Youth Ministry
mercifulredeemerym@gmail.com

Jane Scamurra, Lay Pastoral Associate
jane@mercifulredeemer.org

Kielon Gerra, Communications Coordinator
communications@mercifulredeemer.org

PARISH SCHOOLS

St. Aloysius Gonzaga  2800 Erin Centre Blvd.  |  (905) 820 3900
Divine Mercy  2840 Duncairn Dr.  |  (905) 812 5445
Our Lady of Mercy  5820 Glen Erin Dr.  |  (905) 814 9216
St. Rose of Lima School  4590 The Gallops  |  (905) 828 4076
St. Sebastian School  3460 Aquinas Ave.  |  (905) 607 0107

PARISH COMMUNITY

Charismatic Prayer Group Mondays, 7:00 - 8:00 PM
St. JP II Theology of the Body Prayer Group Wednesdays, 9:00 - 
10:00 PM, by Zoom, tob@bell.net
Knights of Columbus Michael Fonseca, gk16254@ontariokofc.ca
Men’s Fraternity Saturdays, 8:00–10:00 AM, by Zoom
Merciful Moms  Tuesdays, 9:30–11:30 AM
Youth Ministry https://mercifulredeemermi.archtoronto.org/en/par-
ish-life/our-ministries/outreach/youth-ministry/ 
Forged Young Adult Ministry www.forgedministry.com
Society of St. Vincent de Paul www.mrcssvp.ca
Catholic Cemeteries & Funeral Services www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Bible Study Group  Wednesdays, 7:30–9:00 PM

CONFESSION TIMES

Tuesday 6:00 - 7:00 PM
Saturday 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM
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Monday, August 16, 12:15 PM
+ Jose Capellan
+ Annette Fraschini
+ Carmina Reyes

Tuesday, August 17, 7:00 PM
+ Robert Irwin, + Virgilio Casalla
+ Deceased Members of the D’Souza & D’Mello fami-
lies

Wednesday, August 18, 12:15 PM
+ Isobel Mc Carron, + Annette Fraschini
Special Intention for Lourdes Fernandes

Thursday, August 19, 7:00 PM
+ Maria Rebello, + Rosa Taddeo
+ Teotonio & Ruflina Goes

Friday, August 20, 12:15 PM
+ Earl Ilogon, + Nellie Ng
Thanksgiving for Adrian Chaudhry

Saturday, August 21, 9:00 AM
+ Martin Lobo, + Edward Toss, + Stephen Nogueira
Thanksgiving by Reuben & Marishka Pereira
Thanksgiving by Lucien & Vanessa Yogaratnam
Thanksgiving to St. Anthony & St. Michael
Thanksgiving to St. Joseph
Thanksgiving to Mother Mary

Saturday, August 21, 5:00 PM
+ Kit Hing Siu Chock, + Natasha Cardoz
+ Augustine Fernandes

Saturday, August 21, 7:00 PM
+ Sylvia Dsouza, 
+ Eliza & John Tauro
+ Norbert Monteiro

Sunday, August 22, 8:30 AM
+ Apolonia Correa, + Michael M. Ash
Thanksgiving for Dang Family

Sunday, August 22, 10:00 AM
For all parishioners

Sunday, August 22, 12:00 PM
+ Silva & Babs Queano
+ Celia & Lydia Queano
Thanksgiving for Kim & Francis Moniz

Sunday, August 22, 7:00 PM
+ Luis Alvina Junior
+ Guillerma Balcita
Special Intention for Aws Parjo

First Reading:  Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:20-27

Gospel: Luke 1:39-56

SUNDAY REFLECTION

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS

TODAY’S MASS READINGS

What a wonderful gift the Eucharist is! Jesus gives us his 
flesh to eat and his blood to drink. And he commands 
us to eat and drink that we might have life – His life, 
eternal life.

Like Wisdom in today’s first reading, Jesus invites us to 
the meal he has prepared for us – a meal that enables us 
to unite ourselves to his saving death and resurrection. 
On the Cross, Jesus’ flesh was pierced and his blood 
shed for others,for you and me. As we eat and drink, 
we are called to “forsake foolishness that (we) might 
live; advance in the way of understanding.”

The words of Wisdom remind us that this is a sacred 
meal, a meal of covenant. God has given Jesus for our 
sake. In Jesus, God’s great love and mercy become 
visible, tangible. When we eat Jesus’ body and drink 
his blood, we are expressing our willingness to be 
one with Jesus in his saving mission to the world. We 
become his “good news” to today’s world.

Each day we seek to understand better how we are 
to live as members of this covenant community. In this 
meal, we become one with Jesus and one with the 
community – one in the Body of Christ. As we leave 
this sacred meal, we are challenged to live the daily 
reality of our oneness.

St. Francis de Sales offers us some practical advice on 
how to make this happen more effectively. He writes: 
“After Communion, consider Jesus seated in your heart 
and bring before him each of your faculties and senses 
in order to hear his commands and promise him fidelity.” 
This exercise can become our thanksgiving and our 
commitment to living out what we have celebrated and 
received. Jesus will offer us a way of using our intellect, 
our will, our memory, our hearing, our touching, our 
speaking today so that we can witness to God’s loving 
presence in the world.

We heard St. Paul encourage us: “Watch carefully how 
you live, not as foolish persons but as wise.” Our eating 
and drinking at the table of the Lord makes all of us one. 
May the wise way we live today and everyday make 
visible the oneness we experience here in Eucharist.

Gospel Reflection CF: https://oblates.squarespace.com/sundays-
salesian-feed/twentieth-sunday-in-ordinary-time-august-15-2021

"Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb."
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Church Bulletin Advertising 

Liturgical Publications will be setting up the 
advertisements for our church bulletin. The advertising 
will begin in September 2021 and supports the bulletin 
service. Please support the bulletin and advertise 
your product or service. Call Liturgical Publications at 
905-624-4422.

ShareLife

Thanks to your generosity, Merciful Redeemer has 
reached 56% of its ShareLife goal! If you would like to 
donate, please visit our parish website!

Our Lady of Good Health Novena and Mass

On Wednesday, 8 September at 7:00 p.m., Merciful 
Redeemer Parish will celebrate a special Mass to 
honour our Lady of Good Health. 

Leading up to this special Mass, you are invited to 
join us for the novena followed by Holy Mass starting 
on Monday, 30 August until Tuesday, 7 September at 
6:30 p.m. 

May our Blessed Mother intercede for our family 
members and all our infirmed loved ones.

6

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Next Week’s Readings
First Reading: Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:21-32 or 

5:2a, 25-32

Gospel: John 6:60-69

Altar Servers

If your child is in grade 3 - 8 and is interested in being 
an altar server, please email Vicky at vicaltarserver.
mrp2021@gmail.com and make note of the points 
below: 

1. Fill out the altar server registration form located on 
the parish website:
https://mercifulredeemermi.archtoronto.org/en/parish-
life/our-ministries/liturgical/altar-servers/

2. There will be a meeting at the church for all altar 
servers and their parents on Monday, 13 September 
from 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

REMINDERS
Change of Address

If your home address or telephone number has
changed, please send us an email at register@
mercifulredeemer.org 

Download Our Parish App!

Vsit myparishapp.com
1) Download myParish App
2) Enable the location setting on your device 
3) Select our parish after opening

Info and Awareness on Euthanasia

Visit https://mercifulredeemermi.archtoronto.org/en/
resources/euthanasia/ and https://www.archtoronto.
org/en/

Confirmation Responses

If your child is to be Confirmed in Fall 2021, you 
should have received an email calling you to disclose 
whether you will: (a) be confirming yours and your 
child’s attendance to his/her Confirmation Mass, or 
(b) postponing your child’s Confirmation Sacrament to 
Spring 2022. Confirmation responses will be due by 
Sunday, August 15th by 11:59 p.m. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience
22 October, 2021 - 24 October, 2021
Online

Discover the possibilities of a marriage lived as God 
intends it!

Restore your loving communication with your spouse 
and rekindle the romance in your marriage. The 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter experience is a special 
weekend for you to spend together as a couple and 
share your feelings, hopes and dreams. It is a skill-
building enrichment program where together, you, as 
husband and wife, learn how to be the best couple you 
can be. No group discussion. Based on Catholic values 
but open to couples of all faiths. Available in English or 
Spanish.

English contact:  Gerard & Marge - 905-792-1925, 
gerard.marge@rogers.com 
Spanish contact:  Gustavo & Milena Junca - 647-773-
3963, milenapenaq@gmail.com 
Web: www.wwme.org



Merciful Redeemer Parish Bulletin  |  2021 Issue #334

For High School Students (Gr. 9-12) 

Every 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month, 4:30-6 PM

We will be taking a short break for the summer.

 Lifeteen is a high-school youth ministry that strives 
to lead teens closer to Christ by strengthening our 
teens’ Catholic identity, while also rooting them firmly 
in Christ and in His Church. If you are interested in 
joining the program in our parish, please register your 
child using the link found on the parish website. Once 
you register your child with the link provided, you will 
automatically be sent the Zoom link before every Life 

night.

For Middle School Students (Gr. 6-8)

Every 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month, 4:30-6 PM

We will be taking a short break for the summer. 

Edge is a middle-school ministry program that aims 
to offer a safe and fun environment where you can 

learn more about your faith. If interested, please 
register using the link found on the parish website. 
Once you register your child with the link provided, 
you will automatically be sent the Zoom link before 

every Edge night.

Save The Date

Summer Opportunities 

Merciful Adventures 2021
Started 12 July

We are excited to announce that we will 
be offering a hybrid-style (in-person and 
virtual) experience for all youth in Grades 
1-12 this summer. It will be a fun and exciting 
opportunity for the youth to grow in their 
relationship with Christ. There will be 
outdoor games, talks, activities, Mass, and 
so much more.

Registration has been extended for those 
in Grades 8-12. Spots are limited! Please 
contact Danielle, the youth minister for 
more information.
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Annunciation As Vocation: How The Mother of Vocations Can 
Guide You

1. In a society chasing instant gratification, money, 
and power, we find workaholism, burnout, and anxiety 
to be rampant. What if we had a society filled with 
people viewing work as an anointed, God-given 
vocation?

Clearly, our worldview of life and our metaphysics 
of work foundationally impact our society. There is 
a radical difference between, as the great German 
Catholic philosopher Josef Pieper articulated, “living 
to work” versus “working to live.” In the latter, work is 
a noble means for the celebration of life, intrinsically 
and organically filled with dignity, as well as with and 
personal and societal fulfillment. Theologically, we 
believe an infinitely loving Father has a providential 
plan for each one of us—a plan designed from all 
eternity for our ultimate fulfillment, happiness, and 
service to his Kingdom. We call this a “vocation.”

Sometimes, a young person may feel everyone else 
has a vocation except them, crying in their hearts, “I 
think God forgot me!” This is impossible. If your loving 
Father knows the number of hairs on your head, He 
likewise has planned a beautiful and fruitful vocation 
for your life. Oftentimes, more extended time in prayer 
is necessary in order to hear it, then to accept it, then 
to live it. There’s no place better for this vocational 
listening and discerning than before our Eucharistic 
Jesus in Adoration, where our Lord answers all the 
questions we need to know at precisely the right time.

2. What was Mary’s vocational call? How was it 
received?

Our Lady’s vocational call was nothing short of the 
greatest in human history: to bring our divine Redeemer 
into the world, and to uniquely participate with Jesus in 
human Redemption. It is a “wonderment of nature,” as 
the liturgical text refrains, for a creature to give birth 
to her Creator. As Mother Teresa quipped, “Of course, 
Mary is the Co-redemptrix. She gave Jesus his body, 
and the offering of the body of Jesus is what saved us.”

Vocationally noteworthy as well is the fact it was a 
woman— not a pope, not a bishop, not a priest, not a 
man— chosen by God for the highest human vocation, 
i.e., to work with and under Jesus, like no other creature, 
in the historic work of Redemption. This constitutes the 
true basis for authentic Christian feminism, and why 
Our Lady must be the ultimate exemplar and guide 

for all women in seeking their own rightful vocations 
The Annunciation reveals the greatest human “yes” 
to the greatest human vocation in creation. It is a truly 
a sublime grace for Ave Maria University, to be, both 
in name and in charism, so profoundly permeated 
with the spirituality of the Mother of Jesus and the 
Spiritual Mother of all peoples, as it is embodied at the 
Annunciation.

3. Mary was obviously filled with grace in a very 
unique way, as the Immaculate Conception. For those 
of us not immaculately conceived, how do we receive 
the grace necessary not only to know God’s call, but 
to respond to it?

The prayer and sacramental life of the Church 
offers us more than ample grace to hear, to receive, 
and to sustain our God-given vocations. Two great 
vehicles for both assisting in vocation discernment 
and for ensuring vocation fulfillment are: 1) once again, 
frequent weekly visits before the Blessed Sacrament, 
where we can directly ask Jesus and our Mother to 
reveal or to strengthen our vocations within our hearts; 
and 2) Marian consecration, where by consecrating 
ourselves to Our Lady as her “slaves,” we can be freed 
from certain personal agenda or attachments, and 
thus allow the Mother of Vocations to guide us to the 
vocation which most pleases her divine Son. St. John 
Paul II called Mary the “Spokesperson of her Son’s will” 
and consecration to Our Lady can exponentially assist 
in discovering or in being perpetually faithful to our 
Christian vocations.

4. How do we see Mary repetitively give her “fiat” 
throughout scripture? What does that tell us about the 
nature of vocation?

Mary’s joyful fiat at the Annunciation (LkLuke. 1:38) 
contains within itself, according to the great French 
spiritual writer, Jean Pierre de Caussade, all of the 
greatest elements of Christian Spirituality. Our Lady’s 
fiat would be a “yes” she would utter throughout 
her life. For example, she would utter an interior fiat 
to the words of Simeon, hearing her son would be a 
sign of contradiction and her own heart would be 
pierced (cf. Lk.Luke 2:35); her fiat in action to her Son’s 
divine power which would lead to the first miracle at 
the wedding of Cana (cf. Jn.John 2:5); and her most 
painful fiat at Calvary, where St. John Paul II states that 
Mary offers her “sorrowful fiat” to being “spiritually 
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crucified with her crucified Son” for our salvation. The 
Second Vatican Council confirms that at Calvary, Our 
Lady “consented to the immolation of the victim born 
of her” (Lumen Gentium, 58), which is the greatest fiat 
to redemptive suffering any human, any mother, could 
ever give. Our lifelong vocations, too, will be filled with 
both joyful and sorrowful fiats. If we keep our hearts 
united to the Hearts of Jesus and Mary in seeking to 
live our vocations day to day, strengthened through 
prayer and the sacraments, then whether joyful or 
sorrowful, our fiats will ultimately be meritorious for our 
vocations and for our sanctifications.

5. Inspired by Our Lady, what does it look like to 
have a vocational approach to our work?

In imitation of our Mother, our work can become our 
prayer, but only if we pray first. Our Lady lived each 
moment of each day in complete union with the Divine 
will, but only because her prayer preceded her work, 
and therefore enveloped and transformed her work, 
and thus in turn, allowed her to make every daily task, 
regardless how menial, into a prayer. In our only limited 
way, we can follow the Mother’s example of making our 
work our prayer, but not without first praying. Hence 
the need for a spiritual discipline of daily prayer, which, 
when possible, should include daily Mass and the daily 
Rosary.

6. With your Marian expertise, and as a college 
professor, can you speak to the difference between 
seeking to be employable, versus than seeking to 
make meaningful contribution to society, for the 
student?

While the two pursuits are not necessarily 
contradictory, there should certainly be in proper 
priority. Returning to the critical providential foundation 
of Christian vocation, God does have a plan for your 
life and that plan will never be exclusively to become a 
material success. Bringing Christ to the world through 
your vocation can have a great beauty of diversity of 
concrete manifestations, oftentimes one not better 
than another. It is also important to remember that a 
person’s God-given vocation may not necessarily turn 
societal heads or bring in large quantities of cash. A 
group of fishermen changed the world, not because 
they were the most employable, but because they 
were the most faithful in adapting their personal gifts 
to obey Christ’s developing vocations for them, which 
of course led both to their personal holiness, and also 
to spreading the saving Church throughout the world. 
We should seek to offer our own vocational gifts in the 

same way. At the same time, seeking excellence in 
various careers or professions is an essential part of a 
proper Christian Theology of work. Here we must go to 
Joseph. St. Joseph will guide us to the proper balance 
of work, which should not prioritize material gain or 
public notoriety first, but rather a sanctified dignity in 
using our God-given potentials in obedience to God’s 
plan and the good of family and society.

7. As a father of 8 children, could you share what’s 
been important to you in leading your children to 
discern their vocations?

The role of Christian parents in assisting children to 
discern a vocation is, I believe, a delicate and difficult 
balance between A) honestly pointing out to your 
children the particular talents you perceive in them 
over the years, and how practically that could manifest 
itself in a particular vocation; and at the same time, 
B) to make absolutely and repeatedly clear to them 
that their choice of vocation is ultimately, entirely, and 
exclusively their own, between themselves and God.

No family is perfect, save one, which means no 
contemporary Christian family formation of children will 
be either. Still, our heartfelt efforts to form our children 
in the ways of the Catholic Faith, however imperfectly, 
will hopefully provide a foundation for our children to 
look to God first for their ultimate vocational choices. 
The Holy Family and their powerful intercession will 
greatly assist our children to make the best possible 
vocational decisions, united with our own perpetual 
parental supplications. Sometimes, it is a longer 
journey than expected for today’s young people to 
discover God’s vocation for them. In other cases, it may 
be that God will abundantly bless a young person who 
makes a “Plan B” vocational decision, even if it is not 
the “Plan A” vocational decision the Lord had originally 
intended for them. I believe Christian parents should 
ultimately support any legitimate Christian vocational 
choice of their children, in mirroring the respect for 
their vocational freedom which the Heavenly Father 
has given to each one of them, which is the same 
vocational freedom God gave to every parent.

May Our Lady of the Annunciation bless each 
and every student at Ave Maria University with an 
abundance of graces in order to discern and to accept 
the Father’s wondrous plan for each of their most 
precious lives.

Article CF: https://media.ascensionpress.com/2021/02/24/the-
vocation-of-work-explained-through-marys-fiat/



FIRST COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE 

FIRST COMMUNION MASSES: 

Was:  Sat 8 May, 12:00 p.m.   Is: Sun 26 Sept. 2021, 2:00 p.m. 
Was: Sun 9 May, 4:00 p.m.  Is:  Sun 26 Sept. 2021, 4:00 p.m. 
Was: Sunday 16 May, 2:00 p.m. Is:  Sun 3 October 2021, 2:00 p.m. 
Was: Sun 16 May, 4:00 p.m.  Is:  Sun 3 October 2021, 4:00 p.m. 

CONFIRMATION MASSES: 

Was: Mon 26 April, 5:00/7:00 p.m. Is: Mon 20 Sept. 2021, 7:00 p.m. 
Was: Wed 28 April, 5:00/7:00 p.m. Is: Wed 22 Sept. 2021, 7:00 p.m. 
Was: Fri 30 April, 5:00/7:00 p.m. Is: Fri 24 Sept. 2021, 7:00 p.m. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION - PARENTS’ MEETING #1:  
Monday 4 October 2021 – 7:00 p.m. 

• Obviously dependent on circumstances; 
• Registration Forms to be available on-line at the end of the meeting; 
• Registration Forms, with selected date and time, to be submitted in 

person at the Church at the convenience of the parents. 

CONFIRMATION - PARENTS’ MEETING:     
Wednesday 6 October 2021, 7:00 p.m. 

• Obviously dependent on circumstances; 
• Registration Forms to be available on-line at the end of the meeting; 
• Registration Forms, to be submitted in person at the Church at the 

convenience of the parents. 
• Note that, owing to uncertainty, details of our Parish Confirmation 

prep course for ALL Confirmandi remain TBD. 
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